“Signs of Life”

There was still work to be done. Mary Magdalene (and other women, as we learn
from the other Gospels) — came to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. Things had
happened so fast on Friday — the crucifixion, death, and hasty burial of Jesus. He
deserves better — the best — for He was their teacher, their rabbi, their Savior?

It was early, “while it was still dark” when they came to the tomb. It was “the first
day of the week” — what we know as Sunday — but for them, was it like a Monday?
Regardless, there was work to be done.

‘A woman’s work is never finished,” they say. Often done in the dark, hidden from
others — but necessary, practical, and in this case, very pious and devout. And now,
Mary Magdalene’s life is turned upside down — the body is gone! She runs to tell Peter
and John — “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they

have laid Him.”

Peter and John come running to check things out. The stone has been taken away
from the tomb. “And stooping to look in, [John] saw the linen cloths lying there, but he
did not goin.” He didn’t need to. It's obvious that the body was not there — and he should
have known.

At least three times Jesus had told His disciples that “the Son of Man must be
delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” Peter
and John had observed the betrayal of Judas — Jesus being handed over — and no doubt

were well aware of His crucifixion, death, and burial.

When Peter arrives, he and John enter the tomb. They see the linen cloths — but
they also see “the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen
cloths but folded up in a place by itself.”

Again, obviously, the body of Jesus was not there — but this face cloth is curious.
Whatever had happened, it was not by accident. Unlike the hasty burial, whoever took

the body of Jesus was not hurried, but methodical ... reverent.



Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus had taken the body of Jesus down from the
cross, “and bound it in linen cloths with the spices,” and placed it in the tomb. But now,
all that Peter and John see, are the linen cloths — signs of life.

This is not the first time God has used signs to reveal life. When Jesus was born
in Bethlehem of Judea — the Lord revealed His birth to the shepherds — and gave them
a sign. “For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find the baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and
lying in a manger.”

Without God’s revelation and sign, man cannot find the Savior who is born “for
you.” Using their own reason, the shepherds (like the magi), might have headed for
Jerusalem to find the newborn king where the kings of Israel lived. Even in Bethlehem,
they might have knocked on every door looking for a newborn child — never thinking to
look where the animals are kept, for a baby laying in a manger.

Just as God directed the shepherds to the newborn Christ Child — so the Lord here
uses signs, wrapped linen cloths — to show His disciples that the dead body of Jesus is
not here. Peter and John “saw and believed.”

That’s the whole point — FAITH. That’'s why God the Holy Spirit directs St. John to
write this Gospel. As we hear at the end of this chapter, St. John writes: “Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in His name.” (20:30-31)

Jesus had preached many sermons — taught them about the kingdom of God —
given them a thorough catechesis. Peter and John should have known that Jesus would
be raised to life again on the third day — and so should we.

But in order to keep us from wandering around aimlessly, following our human
reason — He gives us signs — to tangibly reveal what He has spoken — to locate His
presence and work among us — to give certainly to our faith.

Peter and John “saw and believed” that the dead body was not in the tomb — but
“as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that [Jesus] must rise from the dead.” More

catechesis is necessary.



Without God revealing what He is doing, man is left in his confusion — and as we
see with Mary, in tears. God confronts our confusion and weeping by sending His
messengers. “Why are you weeping?” Why? Jesus is dead. His body is gone. And so
is our hope of salvation!

It is not until He calls you by name that your eyes are opened to see Jesus — to
see that He is not dead, but alive — that your hope of salvation is not gone, but certain
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and sure. “Mary.” “Teacher!” My Savior — my salvation!

With Holy Baptism Jesus gives you a sign — water with His Word. He calls you by
name. Jesus died because of your sins — and His resurrection from death to life reveals
that your sin is gone — forgiven, washed away. “Whoever believes and is baptized shall
be saved.” (Mark 16:16)

But there is yet more catechesis for Mary, and for us. “Do not cling to me, for |
have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”

The resurrected Jesus shows us that our sins have been redeemed — but He must
ascend to sit at the right hand of God the Father almighty — so that His Gospel might go
forth from the cross and tomb to the ends of the world.

We often conclude our prayers, saying, “through Jesus Christ who lives and reigns”
— who LIVES [that’s Easter] and REIGNS [that’s His ascension].” So that you may see
and believe — so that you might know where God comes to rule over your weeping and
chaos and confusion — He gives you signs.

| am with you always — speaking to you when you hear my Word — washing you in
Baptism — feeding you with my resurrected body and blood in the Supper --- so that you
may see with the eyes of faith that your sins are forgiven, that your body will be
resurrected to life again, and that you shall live with me for all eternity.

Dearly beloved, even this day, the Lord blesses you with His signs of life. Christ
is not dead — He is risen, He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds,

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



