Why are you Looking for Me?

In our text for today are the first RECORDED words of Jesus in Holy Scripture.
Like His parents — we too are anxious to hear His first words. And what does He say?

“Why were you looking for me?”

Now, on the surface, it seems like a silly question. Joseph and Mary are looking
for Jesus because they thought He was lost, and possibly in danger. But the question is
not really WHY are you looking for Him — but rather — why didn’t you know WHERE to
find HiIm?

Why did you look for Him amongst the relatives — instead of expecting Him to be
with His Father? Why did you comb the streets of Jerusalem — instead of looking for Him
in the Temple?

“Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?” Literally — “Did you not
know that it is necessary for me to be in the things of my Father?” And that's exactly
where Jesus is found — “in the things of His Father” — in the Temple, in the Passover, in

the teaching of the Kingdom of God.

The God who located Himself in the Garden of Eden — and in the Ark — and in the
burning bush — and in the Tabernacle — had promised to dwell in the Temple. And Jesus
is Immanuel — “God with us” — God in the flesh. In the flesh and blood of Jesus is WHERE
God dwells on earth.

The people of God came to the Temple in order to be in the presence of God — so

Jesus has to be there — He is the Temple of God.

Joseph and Mary went up to the Temple in Jerusalem in order to be in the presence
of God — to celebrate the Passover Feast by sacrificing the lamb — and then, gathering

to eat the Passover Lamb.



Each year they celebrated the Passover in faith — recalling how the blood of the
lamb saved the people of God when the angel of death passed over the land of Egypt —
but also looking forward in faith to the promised Lamb of God whose blood would redeem
them from their enemies, and deliver them from everlasting death.

Having just celebrated God’s deliverance of His people — Joseph and Mary are
now frantically running around Jerusalem crying out — “Jesus! Jesus!” — as they look for
Him. Don’t they remember what His name means — that Jesus means “the Lord saves”?
They’re running around shouting — “the Lord saves, the Lord saves” — but not knowing
where to find His salvation.

Their son, Jesus, is the Lord who saves His people from their sins. He is the Lamb
of God who will be sacrificed for the sins of the world. Where else would one expect to

find Jesus but in Jerusalem — in the Temple — in the midst of the Passover Feast!?!

Having searched high and low, Joseph and Mary finally find Jesus — right where
He should be - sitting in the midst of Israel’s teachers. For all preaching and teaching of
the Kingdom of God is the preaching and teaching of Jesus — “the Lord who saves.”
What better place to hear the preaching of the Word than from the Word made flesh, who

makes His dwelling among us?

St. Luke makes a point of telling us that “AFTER THREE DAYS” they found Jesus
— and yet — they still did not understand what He was saying to them. For three days the
disciples of Jesus would not understand either.

The women at the tomb would look for the living amongst the dead — the disciples
would be locked away in fear — Thomas will want flesh-and-blood proof. And AFTER
THREE DAYS the crucified and resurrected Jesus will give them flesh-and-blood proof
that He is alive — that their sins are paid for — that death has been defeated.

Even now, at 12 years old, Jesus is revealing WHO He is and WHAT He must do
— but until all is fulfiled — Joseph and Mary, like everyone else, will not be able to

“understand.”



You too seek Jesus — because your sin binds you — the guilt and despair that the
devil piles on your conscience overwhelms you — your life is out of control — and the world
tells you how to live. You need God - but, you cannot find Him — unless He locates
Himself — and reveals His presence to you.

Thanks be to God that He reveals where He has located Himself for you, and for
your salvation! You are baptized into Christ and been given the gift of the Holy Spirit —
which means you have died to sin —and AFTER THREE DAYS, have been resurrected
to a new life with Him.

On this THIRD DAY - the Word of God made flesh is here in His Father’s house.
Jesus is in the midst of His Father’s things — ruling His kingdom — saving His people from
their sins.

Dearly beloved, the Lamb has been sacrificed — “it is finished” — and today the
Word declares that His sacrifice in your place atones for all your sin. | have broken the
bonds of your slavery — | have delivered you from your captivity and defeated your
enemies. Your sins are forgiven.

Come, dear children of God, find me where | have promised to be — in my Father’s
house. Come, eat my Body and drink my Blood — finding comfort for your souls, strength
for your faith, and endurance for loving your fellow man — even as you live with Me, My

Father, and the Holy Spirit. Here | am. Look no further.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



