Everything is all Right

Have you ever wondered if you are truly a child of God? Wondered if God is
pleased with you? At some point in your life, did you wonder if you had abandoned God,
or rebelled to the point, that He must be done with me? Did you do something this past
week that made you ask — would a child of God do that?

There are times in our life when we fear, and worry, that something is not right with
God. Either the guilt and shame of what we’ve done weighs heavily upon us — or it’s the

unknown, wondering, what does God think of me?

Well, there’s something that’s not right in our text for today, too. It's topsy turvy.
Jesus comes to be baptized by John. That’s not right. Baptism is for sinners. John
preached a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins — and Jesus has nothing to
repent of. You’re not a sinner, Jesus. You're the Christ — you are God in the flesh. “I
need to be baptized by you.”

Something is not right, for sure. Man telling God what to do ... is not right.

“Let it be so now,” Jesus says, “for it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Everything IS topsy turvy — and I've come to set everything straight. Mankind is running
around like a chicken with its head cut off — and I've come to put the head back on.

The sin of Adam has thrown all of Creation into chaos — so I've come to re-create
it, to make all things new. Something is not right — mankind is UNrighteous. Man is not

in a right relationship with God — and so I've come to BE your righteousness.

To speak of righteousness is to speak of justification — both have to do with our
standing before God. | often use the imagery of two scales used to weigh something.
When the scales are even, they’re justified. In the beginning — man is justified before

God. Everything is all right.



But as | said, the sin of Adam — and all of our sin — has thrown that out of whack.
Things are NOT RIGHT with God. And that is why Jesus has come — to justify us — to
put things back in order — to make everything right with God.

So, what does this have to do with the Baptism of Jesus? Well, as He tells us, this
Is necessary. God says this has to happen — in order for John and Jesus to “fulfill all
righteousness.”

So that all mankind might be made right with God — John has to baptize Jesus.
Jesus has to step into that water — thereby soaking up the sin of all mankind into His flesh
so that they might carry it to the cross — and by His blood, redeem sinners — by His death,
destroy death.

This is what pleases God the Father — that the Son would do what He has sent
Him to do — to be the Substitute for all sinners. To take their sin as His own — to suffer
the wrath of God in their place — to die their death. All so that we poor sinners might live

— that we might be forgiven — that we might be declared righteous in God’s eyes.

Jesus, the Savior of the world — stands in for all mankind — and is baptized. And
what does this baptism do? “Immediately ... the heavens were opened to Him.” In other
words, all of this is from God — from heaven — God telling us what He is doing for our
salvation.

God the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus like dove and remains on Him. This is God
telling us that this man (Jesus) is the One — He’s the Christ — He's the One I've appointed
to be the sacrifice for sinners.

God the Holy Spirit remains with Jesus — accompanying Him to the cross — where
in His death, Jesus gives up the Spirit — to go forth from the cross into all the world to
gather all sinners back to the cross and to this Crucified One.

God the Holy Spirit teaching us all things concerning the Christ — that this is God
Himself hanging on the cross for you. God proclaiming, loud and clear — “this is my

beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”



For you who are tormented and tricked by the devil —led into temptation — deceived
into believing that everything is not right with God — BEHOLD this One who is baptized
to fulfill all righteousness — to give you the peace of knowing that all has been made right
between you and God.

Dearly beloved, you are baptized into Christ — and therefore heaven is opened to
you. The Holy Spirit is given to you — and remains with you to this very day. And God
the Father declares — “you are my beloved son, with you | am well pleased.”

God is pleased with you, for Jesus’ sake. You ARE a child of God — and in Christ,

you are righteous. In Christ, everything is all right.

That good news — that peace — changes the way you live. Rather than worrying
and wondering how things stand with God — knowing you are His beloved child — you are
free to spend your life differently.

Rather than trying to make things right with God, you are free to spend your life on
your neighbor — to love and serve the very people that God has surrounded you with.

This is fitting. This is well pleasing to God. This is what God has given you to do
— and what the child of God delights to do, because Jesus has made everything right.

Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



