Christ Unites

Jesus hears that John the Baptist has been put in prison, and says to Himself —
“I'd better be careful what | say — I'd better preach something new — or I'll end up like
John” — right? NO! Jesus preaches the same thing John preached — “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Jesus calls Simon and Andrew, James and John to “follow me” — and then tells
them to do their own thing — right? NO! He teaches them the “gospel of the kingdom”
and sends them out to preach HIS Word.

Jesus calls certain men to be pastors today — He ordains them, sets them over a
flock, and then says — “do whatever you think is best” — right! NO! He yokes His pastors,
puts them under orders — so that they do what HE says is best — so that they preach His
Word in truth and purity — and give His Sacraments as He intends.

Jesus sends forth the Holy Spirit who calls you to faith by the gospel, enlightens
you with His gifts, sanctifies you ... and then says — “you can believer whatever you want
to believe” — right? NO! He keeps you in the one true faith.

“There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to one hope when you
were called — one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over

all and through all and in all.”

In our text, the Apostle Paul is writing to the believers in Corinth, those who are
“sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy” — but amongst these Christians who
have been called to be “one body and one Spirit” — there is one big mess.

“There is quarreling among you,” he writes — “What | mean is that each one of you
says, ‘Il follow Paul,’” or ‘I follow Apollos,’” or ‘I follow Cephas,’ or ‘I follow Christ.”

These Christians were divided, and you could tell by what they confessed with their
mouths. They were saying contrary things — in the name of Christ — and in so doing,
making Jesus to be a two-faced hypocrite.

The Christians in Corinth did not share the same mind, and the same judgment —

and so the Christ they presented to the world — was schizophrenic at best.



But Christ is not divided! He doesn’t contradict His own teaching. Yet, this is what
was happening amongst these Christians in Corinth — and it was tearing them apart —

apart from Jesus Christ and the one true faith — and apart from one another.

What Paul desires for the Corinthians (“that all of you agree and that there be no
divisions among you”) — is what Jesus desires, and prays for — that we may be one, even
as He and the Father are one. That’s His prayer for us today. Jesus prays for the unity
of all Christians — all Lutherans, all Methodists, all Roman Catholics — He prays that all
Christians may be of one mind and one judgment — namely, HIS.

That is why we pray — “For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all.” We long for the divisions to cease — the quarrels
that tear at our families — the schisms and sins which prevent us from communing with
our brothers and sisters in Christ.

But we are not united. There is division in the body of Christ. We are not saying
and doing the same things — believing and confessing the same truths. So, what are we
to do?

Some, in their desire for unity — have sought unity on their own terms. Rather than
agree with Jesus in all things — they admit they have differences — but that those
differences shouldn’t get in the way. They declare themselves to be united — but they
are not in harmony with Christ.

You cannot sweep Christ and His teachings under the rug, or into a corner — and
claim to be united in Christ. But “doctrine divides” is the cry you often hear in Christianity
today — and so the doctrines, the teachings of Jesus, must not be allowed to get in the
way.

God'’s truth revealed in His Word is watered down until we reach a point that we
can all agree on. If we cannot agree on homosexuality — then set it aside. If we cannot
agree on the baptism of infants — then set it aside. If we cannot agree on whether

salvation is God’s work alone, or there are things that we must do — then set it aside.



Genuine Christian unity is not possible where Christ is set aside — for the Christian

faith is not what “I” say that it is — but what Christ says. Unity of confession — unity of
mind and judgment — unity of truth and teaching is not something that WE bring about —

it is what Christ works in us through the Holy Spirit, by His Word.

“I” “I” “l”

follow Paul — “I” follow Apollos — “I” follow Cephas — “I” follow Christ. It is not
the preaching of Paul and Apollos and Cephas and Christ that CAUSES division in
Corinth —itis “I” — it is the ego of the sinful Christian that is tearing them apart.
The sinful ego that says “l can do whatever | want” — the sinful ego that seeks to
be “the Lord of my own life” — the sinful ego that buries Christ and His Word and says “I’ll
believe what | want to believe, and you can believe whatever you want to believe.”
Therefore, if there is to be UNITY among us — it is the sinful ego that must be done

away with — the “I” in each one of us that must die and be buried.

Christ Himself comes to bury all your words, thoughts and actions that contradict
His truth — so that you may have the same mind and the same judgement — that it is not
| who lives, but Christ who lives in me — that His word of the cross is the power of God
for my salvation.

Take and eat, take and drink — sinners partaking of the one loaf and the one cup
— united by Christ's own Body and Blood — united with one another in faith and love —

united with the Father and the Holy Spirit — in Christ Jesus, who makes us one. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



