Blessed are You

God Himself comes to you today, and through the mouth of His Son Jesus, He
identifies who you are. “Blessed are you.” That’s who you are — blessed ones.

A little bit of context may be in order. Shortly before this, St. Matthew records that
Jesus “began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” Jesus
preaches — calling sinners to “follow me” — disciples who are repentant — Christians who
are in the kingdom, and under the rule of Christ.

That’s what Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount is about — its about life in the kingdom of

God — the “what does this mean?” to live under the rule of Christ.

| said earlier that Jesus IDENTIFIES who you are. The world in which we live is
confused when it comes to identity. Much of this flows out of the false idea that truth is
relative — that you get to determine what is true, and what is not.

Even more pernicious is the current ideology of gender identity — that the individual
gets to determine whether they are male, or female, or “something else.” This notion of
self-identifying is damaging — and dangerous — and deadly. It is “not good.”

Chevrolet is a maker and manufacturer of automobiles. Let’s say that | receive a
Chevy Silverado truck — and | say that it is a diesel (when it is clearly not). Not only is
what | say not true — it's harmful, damaging.

Let’s say that | declare that it is a flying truck and head off to do a Thelma and

Louise. That is not only not true, but dangerous, and possibly deadly.

If we take this self-identifying approach to God’s Word set before us today — the
Beatitudes — we would come to the conclusion that we are cursed, not “blessed.”

I’'m cursed because | think I'm “rich in spirit” — declaring myself to be spiritual — and
yet, often ignoring or setting aside what God the Holy Spirit says and does.

I’'m cursed because | do not mourn over my sin — | do not weep and wail because

of the death and destruction is brings to those | have sinned against, as well as to me.



I’'m cursed because of my pride, because I'm curved-in on myself, selfish — and
believing that | am self-sufficient — not needing grace, mercy, or help from anyone else.
| proudly replace God’s Word with my own — living as the god of my own life.

I’'m cursed because | hunger and thirst for all kinds of UN-righteousness! Never
satisfied by feeding my sinful desires.

I’m cursed because I’'m hard-hearted — cruel to those who are cruel to me — an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth — showing no mercy.

I’'m cursed because my heart is not pure — far from it! “For out of the heart come
evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander” God says
— all manner of things which defile me as | stand before the Lord.

I’'m cursed because | seek “peace” at all costs — stirring up strife in my family by
condoning sin for the sake of “peace” but only causing division and damage in the long
run.

I’'m cursed | don't like it one bit when others take me to task for not following the
Lord, His Word, His righteousness — and end up rejecting the Lord and His Word to flee

such “persecution.”

Now, all these things are TRUE — | am all of those things — and certainly deserve
to be cursed by God for all eternity --- but what God says is TRUE — that | am “blessed.”

| don’t get to self-identify — God identifies who | am.

By the Holy Spirit working through the Word of God — Jesus calls us to “follow me.”
You are mine, He declares to all His disciples. | have come “for you.”

Jesus, the eternal Son of God — has come into this world and taken on human
flesh and blood — to live your life — in your place. He has become the curse for you —
taking on Himself all that you and your sin has deserved — and in turn — He gives you
what is His.

He looses you from your sin. His righteousness is credited to you. The life He
now lives is yours — a life lived in His kingdom — lived under His rule — where He pours

out His grace and mercy upon you so that you TRULY are BLESSED.



Our text today began with Jesus seeing the crowds of people and ascending a
mountain — sitting down to teach His disciples. It reminds us of Moses going up on Mt.
Sinai with Israel all around — but Jesus is not another Moses — ready to hand God’s Law
to you.

Jesus is teaching you what it means to be His disciple — what it means to follow
Him — what it means to live in His kingdom — what is means to be BLESSED.

Soon Jesus will ascend another mountain — the Mountain of Transfiguration.
There you will see Him standing with Moses and Elijah — with His divinity shining through
— but the voice of the Father says, “Listen to Him.” Jesus has fulfilled all that Moses and
the prophets have spoken — so, now — listen to Jesus.

For that Jesus will ascend yet another mountain — a mountain called Calvary.
There you hear Him say — “Father, for give them, for they know not what they do.” There,
His voice rings out, declaring — “It is finished.” And there you have your identity!

Dearly beloved, you are forgiven. God’s redemption of the sinner is fulfilled and
finished in the bloody death of His own Son, Jesus Christ. Remember, He has come “for
you” — to take your place — to suffer and die — so that you may live.

That is who you are — regardless of what the world tells you — regardless of the
deceiving tactics of the evil one — regardless of what your own conscience says. You
are BLESSED - for you are forgiven, washed in the blood of Jesus, and made to be a
child of God.

BLESSED are you who hear His Word and follow Him — who live with Him in His

kingdom now — and who live with Him in righteousness and purity forever. Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds,

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



