Behold

I’'m not always the most observant person in the world — but it seems to me — that
John the Baptist (or, should we say, God Himself) — wants us to see that Jesus is “the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”

John tells us that Jesus is “the Word” who was with God in the beginning — through
whom all things were made. “He came to His own” and His own people did not receive
Him.” And yet, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” — and we, who have been
born of God, given faith through the working of the Holy Spirit — “we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

“‘Behold” Jesus — see Him, take note, comprehend, believe — He is “the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world!” Do you see Him? Look folks, He is the Son
of God — He is “before me” John says (this man Jesus is the eternal One). | saw the
Spirit of God descend on Him, and remain on Him — just as God said it would be.

Andrew and the other disciple — “Behold, the Lamb of God!” They heard what John
the Baptist said — and they followed Jesus. And then, in turn, Andrew tells Simon — “We
have found the Messiah (which means Christ)” — and he “brought him to Jesus.”

This is God’s EPIPHANY. He wants us to see Jesus as His Son, the Messiah, the

Christ — the Lamb of God. And He wants others to hear, see, and follow Jesus.

Why? What's the outcome? What does God want to happen as a result of His
epiphany — His revealing of Jesus to us TODAY?

Well, like in John’s day — there are many rabbis, many teachers today — leading
people all over the place. Who is your rabbi? Your teacher? What are they teaching?

Where are they leading?

In the Small Catechism, Dr. Luther speaks of “the three great enemies” who are

opposed to the Christian — one of which is “the world.” “The world” is pretty broad and
general — but it could be the government, the media, the school system, your circle of

friends, or even your family.



In many and various ways “the world” attacks the children of God — seeking to
sway you and lead you in their ways. For instance, “the world” preaches the supremacy
of the individual and individual freedoms. On the surface that may sound like a good
thing, but in reality, it often contradicts with God and His ways, and therefore, is not good.

You are constantly told to do your own thing — given permission, and the freedom
—to be selfish. To look at the world as if all of it should be centered around you — listening
to you — following your ways. You are free to identify your own truths — your gender —
your concept of justice. You get to determine what is “good” and “evil.”

To walk in that way — to follow that rabbi, that teacher — is a denial of God Himself

— His ordering of the world — and His will for your life.

Another example of a rabbi or teacher that can lead astray is the world’s preaching
of life and death. Have you noticed how common it has become for a funeral to be called
a “celebration of life”? What life are they talking about? Is it the life the deceased person
lived — the life everlasting — or both?

More and more | sense that the world is preaching that the life you are living now
is the only life there is — and when it’s over, it's simply over. There is no everlasting life
—not in heaven, and certainly not in a “hell.” And so — live it up — eat, drink, and be merry
— and when you cease to be — your family and friends will celebrate your “life.”

What gets left out in all of this is sin and death — heaven and hell — Christ and His
forgiveness. They don’t matter if this life is all there is! But the truth is that we are all

sinners — and therefore all die — and will spend eternity either in heaven or in hell.

God Himself comes crashing into “the world” today. The Word who became flesh
and dwelt among us comes to you today — to open your eyes — to open your ears — to
reveal His truth to you — so that you may hear, and see, and follow Him in this life — to an
eternal life, with Him, in the bliss of heaven.

BEHOLD He cries out through the mouth of His prophet, John the Baptist. “Behold,

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”



Jesus is the LAMB — a lamb to be sacrificed, to shed His blood, to give up His life
— because that is what your sin has earned — and the penalty that God’s justice demands.

Jesus is the Lamb OF GOD. He is God’s way of taking care of your sin and death.
The Son of God, “the Word becomes flesh” — to suffer and die in the place of all sinners
— for “the world” — for you.

Jesus is THE Lamb of God — the one and only sacrifice for sin — the one and only
sacrifice that atones for sin, and turns God’s wrath away from the sinner.

“The world” may encourage you to offer other sacrifices for your sin — find a cause
and sacrifice yourself for it — sacrifice yourself for your spouse or children — deny the
abundances of this world and live a simple life of self-imposed poverty.

But none of those sacrifices can “take away the sin of the world” — take away your

sin — and they leave you living a life of brokenness, despair, and hopelessness.

Dearly beloved, God in Christ has taken away all your sin — and in Christ — you
truly are free. You are free — not to live for yourself — but to live WITH and FOR others.
To live a life of repentance, not fearing where your sin leads, but trusting that God
receives you as His very own child, because He has given His Son to die for you.

Your life is not selfish, or isolated — but rejoices to live for others — and delights to
live in communion with others — your family, your friends, your church — yes, even your
‘world.” It is a world that you see differently — because you “Behold” that Jesus is the

Christ — “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” Amen.

The peace of God which passes all understanding, guards your hearts and minds

in Christ Jesus. Amen.



