News and Notes of Interest

DIVINE SERVICES are on Sundays at 9:00 am with Sunday
School, Youth and Adult Bible classes from 10:15-11:15 am.
The service is livestreamed on Facebook live.

SUNDAY_SCHOOL is helpful for the hearing of Bible
stories in which one sees the grace of God in Christ Jesus. We
hope you will bring your children to the Divine Service each
week, and to Sunday School. If you have any questions, speak
with Pastor or a member of the Board of Education.

CHRISTMAS DECORATING will take place today after
Sunday School and Bible class. Please stay and help us with
the decorating. Many hands make light work.

TUESDAY MATINS & BIBLE CLASS: Matins is a
service of Scripture, hymns and prayers and begins at
9:00 a.m. Following at 9:30 a.m. is our Bible study where we
are currently looking at Favorite Chapters of the Bible.

CHRISTMAS EVE PRACTICE: The Sunday School
students will meet on Tuesday (12/23) from 5:30 — 7:00 pm
to practice for the Christmas Eve Service. Pizza will be
provided.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be at 6:00 p.m. on
December 24" The Sunday School children will be
participating in the service, presenting “From Heaven
Above.” We hope that you will be able to join us to celebrate
the birth of our Savior.

CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE SERVICE is at 9:00 on
Christmas Day (12/25). Again, we hope you and your family
and friends, will be able to join us for this celebration of the
Savior’s birth.

POINSETTIAS: If you have a poinsettia and you would like
to share, please bring them to church before the Christmas
Eve Service. If you want to take yours home after the
Christmas season, please put your name on it.

GIFET: If you would like to contribute to the Christmas gift
for Pastor and Catherine, please make sure to give it to one of
the Elders by Sunday, December 21. Thank you (Kevin Bolin,
Tom Coshy, Dallas Obenland, Terry Kuebler).

PORTALS OF PRAYER for Oct-Dec are available on the
Guest Book table in the narthex.

BLANKETS AND SMALL CARE PACKAGES: The
Sunday School will be making blankets and small care
packages for children and their families hospitalized at
Children’s Hospital this Christmas. If you are interested in
donating- monetary donations, they can be given to Bobbi
Hohman. Other donations could include toiletry items for
parents, or children’s books. Donations can be brought to
the Church library by Sunday 12/21.

LWML GIVING TREE: The LWML is collecting non-
perishable food item for the Bread of Life food pantry at
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Lincoln. Please place your
donated food items in the boxes by the Christmas tree in the
parish hall. Donation will be collected until January 7th.

USHERS FOR 2026: The sign-up sheet for 2026 Ushers
is posted the bulletin board. Please sign up for the months
you are able to usher. There are 10 more open spots to be
filled.

ANNIVERSARY ORNAMENTS: The ornaments have
been delivered, and there are extras to purchase. Please see
Rachel Hrabik.

ANNIVERSARY BOOK UPDATE: We’re still working
on the anniversary celebration book as we wanted to
incorporate pictures from the actual celebration day —
thank you for your patience!

HIGHER THINGS DEVOTIONALS: A booklet of daily
Reflections for Advent are available on the guest book table.
Go to https://higherthings.org/reflections to see other
formats that are available.

ISSUES, ETC. ... is a radio talk show and podcast
produced by Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL and
hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. You can listen at
your convenience at issuesetc.org, the LPR mobile app and
your favorite podcast provider.

2026 PARISH DIRECTORY: The 2026 Parish Directory
will be published soon. Please let Ashley in the office know
if you have a new phone number, email, or home address.
Also, parents with children in college or living out of the
area, please update with the child’s most current
information. Thank you!

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
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WELCOME TO IMMANUEL: We are glad that you are here as we gather
around the Word and Sacraments of our Lord Jesus Christ. If you have not already
done so, we ask that you would sign the guest book at the entrance to the church. If
you do not have a church home, we would love for you to find a home here at
Immanuel. If you have questions about the Christian faith and Lutheranism, please
contact Pastor Porath, 781-2190.

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS A GIFT ... and as with all our Lord’s gifts, we desire
to give and receive them as He intends. The Lord’s Supper is given for our benefit,
but God’s Word also says: “Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of
the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood
of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 11:27). Therefore, in faithfulness to our Lord, and in
love for you, Immanuel follows the historic practice of closed communion.

ALL GUESTS are therefore asked to visit with our pastor before coming to the
altar to receive the Lord’s Supper. If you do not have opportunity to visit with him
prior to the service, he is more than willing to visit with you during the week.

Prayers of the Church

+ Military + Thomas Roberts (Reimer’s nephew), Konner Lamb (Karle’s nephew)
+ Hospitalized, Suffering, Il or Recovering + Tom Hohman, Baby Mae
(Obenland’s foster granddaughter), Charlene Miller, Rhae Werner (Jolene
McLaughlin’s sister), Eldon Hestermann, Kenneth Case (Alice Rader’s brother),
Amanda Stine (Sheryl’s sister-in-law), Gary Linden (Carol Boller’s brother),
Amanda Luedders (David’s daughter-in-law), Jen Vaughn (Lisa Schmidt’s sister),
Bonita Severson, Gary Sindelar (Suzanne Yelkin’s brother-in-law), Renee Holland
(Ken Nowak’s daughter), Marcus Schmidt, JoOAnn Schmidt (Marlene Schroder’s
friend), Brett Schroder (Marlene’s nephew), Roger Hestermann (Kati Yelkin’s step-
father), Cindy Ortlieb (Art’s daughter), Kim Tatum (Baker’s friend), Lori Koepsel
(Obenland’s friend), Larry & Donna Harschfield (Marlene Schroder’s sister,
brother-in-law).

We ask that you would include these people in the prayers during your home
devotions. Also include all Christians, our families, the governing authorities, and
all who suffer in body or soul.

Please call 781-2190 if you have a petition to be included in the prayers.

In His Service
Pastor: Rev. Scott T. Porath (Cell: 440-4965; Parsonage: 781-2776)
Organist:  Barbara Hohman
Acolyte: Lucas Yelkin
Altar Guild: Audra Yelkin and Paula Persinger
Elders: Terry Kuebler (314-3171) and Kevin Bolin (450-3043)
Ushers: Andy McLaughlin, Tom Hohman, Birk Baker, Ron Graphenteen

Gifts of Time and Treasure

Divine Service: 106 Sunday School: n/a

Last Week’s Offerings Year To Date Offerings
*Sunday Divine Service $ 2,967.50 General Fund Offerings $ 198,225.39

Special Service $ 329.00

Sunday School $ 4.25 Sunday School $ 276.94
Building Fund $ 10.00 Building Fund $ 3,377.00
Other Offerings $ Other Offerings $ 1,600.00
**Total Offerings $ 3,310.75 Offerings Received $ 203,479.33

Last Week’s Budget Year To Date Budget
General Fund Needed $ 4,369.15 General Fund Needed $ 218,457.69
Difference $(1,072.65) Difference $ (20,232.30)

*Includes only General Fund Offering towards the Budget
**Total Received includes all offerings-General Fund, Building Fund, & other offerings (special funds)

The Lord's Week

Sunday, December 21 9:00 am Divine Service
10:15am SS/Youth/Adult Bible Study

Monday, December 22

Tuesday, December 23" 9:00 am Matins
9:30 am Bible Study
5:30-7:00 pm SS Christmas Program Practice

Wednesday, December 24" 6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service/Children’s
Program
Thursday, December 25t 9:00 am Christmas Day Divine Service

Friday, December 26"
Saturday, December 27"

Sunday, December 28" 9:00 am Divine Service
10:15am SS/Youth/Adult Bible Study

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are Monday — Thursday, 9:00 am — 12:00 pm and
closed Friday. The office may be closed on other occasions, so please call ahead.

"M ORDER OF SERVICE ™

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

INtroit.......c.ccccevennee. (See Insert)
QY [T 186
Salutation and Collect............ 189
Old Testament............ccevenen. 190
Gradual..................... (See Insert)
Epistle.....cccooeiiiiiis 190
Alleluia & Verse .........c.c....... 190
Holy Gospel .......c.ccccvenenene, 190
Nicene Creed..........cccvevurnenn. 191
Hymn of the Day................... 357
Sermon
Offertory......ccoevveveivcvcinennns 192
Offering

Prayer of the Church ............. 193

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Holy Communion Liturgy.....194

Distribution ........... 343, 618, 341
Nunc Dimittis.........c..ccccuenen. 199
Thanksgiving..........cccceeevuennen. 200
Salutation and Benedicamus .201
Benediction ............ccccceuenen. 202
Hymn......cooooe 352



